- - e -

?Wexico and ihe Narcotics Traffic:

Growing Strain

in U.S. Relatz_'ons'

By JOEL BRINKLEY

Special to The New York Times

' MEXICO CITY — The scen¢ was
familiar, both to John Gavin, then the
United States Ambassador to Mexico,
and to the Mexican officials he was
meeting, including President Miguel de
la Madrid.

United States officials had put to-
gether information implicating a Mexi-
can Government official in drug traf-

i Neighbor in Distress
Mexico’s ( * :sis and the U.S.

Second of six arlirles.

ficking, and at a meeting last yeay Mr
(ol My, de la Madrid

as he had done with

Gavin wanted to
about the case,
{ others before it.

But this time the case involved the
son of the Defense who di-
rects a significant part ol Mexico's
drug-eradication pro ram.

‘Shov

Asked how the I
acted to his inful
imitated them with -
mace of mock conce i

«In that case and several others, Mr.
Gavin said with frustration,- “they
would say to me: ‘Show me the proof
Show me the proof.’” ' *
“But as they knew,” he uid *"‘&o
show the proof would be the death war-
runt for my sources.” ;- : -~
' Over the last two years, Amerlcan in-
telligence - officials ‘have ' compiled
many files laying out evidence of drug
trafficking involving such people as the
heads of the Mexican security police
and Mexice's Interpol office as well as
at least three state governors — the
President’s cousin. Several of the offi-
cials have quielly left their jobs since

Minister,

Proof’

-~ n officials re-
n, Mr. Gavin

“rug and a gri-

|the allegations surfaced and some have

disappeared from public- view.
| These public and private allegations

about drug trafficking bave become
the stickiest aspect of the most divisive
issue between the United States and

Mexican Governments.
Officials in both countries agree that

the drug problem and its attendant cor-
ruption are growing worse almost by
the day. Many members of the United
States Congress are becoming so angry
over what they see as lack of coopera-
tion from Mexico that they have.begun
debating political and economic sanc-
tions.

I've never secn 80 many senators
with fire in their eyes over Mexico,"
said a State Department official who
was followiy; the debate in September.

Meanwhile, thi Govern-
ment says the American point of view
is unfair. Even if one-third of the her-
0in, cocaine and marijuana consumed
in the United States is produced in
Mexico or transported through. the
country, as the United States asserts, it
is only because the American demand
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for drugs is so strong that impover-—-

ished peasants are drawn into the busi-

ness, Mexican officials say.
Nonetheless, with Mexico's anti-drug
campaign involving thousands of police

- Continued on Page 4, Column 1
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officers and tens of' thousands of sol-

diers, Chief Deputy Attorney General

Luis Octavio Porte Petit Moreno said:

“No other country in the world does so' : :
much for the youth of North America. )

This is an effort that must be valued.”

Attorney General
Ramfrez concurred. ‘It hurts me to see
these criticisms of the enormous work
Mexico s doing,” he said in an inter-
view. “‘I know that public opinion in the
United States asks about efficiency and
corruption in this country. I'm afraid
corruption goes hand in hand with drug
trafficking, but the Government of
Mexico does not protect drug traffick-
ers or bow before them either.”

The traffickers' tactics, it is clear,
present those who would enforce the!
law with a formidable task. At the

United States Embassy in September,
a narcotics control officer, flipping
through photographs of a helicopter
spraying herbicides on marijuana

e
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Pointing Fingers:
A Sensitive Undertakn

The difficulties and misunderstand-
ings that swirl around the drug and
corruption issues are small-scale illus-
trations of the wider diplomatic prob-
lems that make relations between the
United States and Mexico so {roubie-
some,

Madrid lasl year, Ml C!d\”l lmd lnm
that the United States had micrmation
indicating that the Defense Minisier’s
son, Juan Alejandro Arévalo, a federal
prosecutor, was working in leaguc with
drug traffickers.

American officials say the Umited
Slale<alsuhasnﬂormau'm1 1
the Defense Minisici Gei.
Juan Arévalo Gardogqui, who directs a
significant part of Mexice's drug-eradi-

1
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cation program. But they say the infor-

mation on the minister is sitm, a cause |

“for posclble ﬂutplcton bu! not much
more,” an Ame fe nce offi
cer smd.

In September the Mexican Guvern-|

ment issued a formal diplomatic pic-
tesSl OvVEel.a REWS ailic:C gl thal
gation, and in an inlervnew umelal
Arévalo said, *“The only thing I can tell
you is that as Minister of Defense my
actions are without doubt.”

As for the general’s son, who was a

federal prosecutor in Baja California

Cnamera Press
Gen. Juan Arévaio Gardogui, De-

fense Minister, whe has denied in-
volvement in drug trafficking.

plants in western Mexico the week be- |

fore, said, “‘1 hope that pilot doesn't get
a visit " Frequently pilots in the Amer-
ican-financed crop-eradication pro-
gram are visited by drug traffickers
after a successful afternoon in the air.

The traffickers threaten them by
bringmp atoug pictares of the pilot's
childven taken us they wer f"f"'i’e“h
.\1,!.~ } | merican officinl
“Last year o iu it told me the 3 h

also offered him five million pesos a
montl,"” or about $20,000 at the ex-
change rate of the time, “for coopera-
tion — missing his fields or spraying
them with water.'" At that time, the
4 ST 58 - ey PO e PN et P biv . Bl
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at the time My (C mct with H‘»f’@
President, the m(elhgencc— tying him to |
drug traffickers "was not mmhmn,i

but there was an awful lot ol circum- |

\n.vl

stantial evidence,' M Gavin recalied
in an intervie W, "T(, use lh( 01(, m 0-
mide, if he walks like & dock and 1aiks
like a duck }u,':- probably @ gact

Mr. Gavin, who Jeft his g
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Mexico and the Narcotics Tralfic: A Growing
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Strain in Relations With U.S.

Reuters .

' Mexican police walking away from burning stack of marijuana near Tepalcatepec in state of Michoacdn in August. ‘

U.S. Official Cites
“The Protection Factor’

Othier American officials in the Cus-
toms Service, State Department, Drug
Enforcement Admiaisiration and the
United Siates j.mbassy said Mr.
Arévalo appeared to have been passing
information on drug investigations and
raids to traifickers who had recruited
him beranee of hic father.

“We think he was hired basically be-
cause of the protection {acicr having
him offered' an American official

‘said the thecry that the Defense Minis-
ter's son was possibly involved with
drug trafiickers was emblematic of the
wider corrupticn problems the authori-

| ties face in the Mexican drug enforce-
ment eijort

Mr. Arévaio could ol be reached fo

comment But his {adier said hi
tion to Ambassador Gavin's di
Ilwnh the President

{ same as the one I ha

f
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s & mibitary man,"

1 4b years #

'cu.i i
'he said,

The Mexican Government's failure
to publicly prosecute several police
officers and other officials who the
United Siaies has said are coryupt —
especially the police officers believed
involved in the torture of a Drug En-
forcement Administration agent, Vic-

l “They have made this attack, but I
have a son who has been educated with
-my rectitudc. He is a young profes-
sional and an honest man."”

Other Mexican officials expiessed;
more general frustration.

*“Each time we are given knowiedge

or evidence in relation to any person,”
Mr. Garefa Ramfrez said, “‘we have fol-1 tor Cortez, in August and in the torture
lowed the custom of asking, in a formal| of ancther agent, Enrique
written petition, for all the data and| Camarena Salazar, last year — has in-
evidence. We can act only on evidence, furiated members of Congress and
not rumeor."” others in the United States.

“Their complete lack of cooperation
in the Camarena case is appalling,”
said Representative Larry Smith, the
Florida Democrat who is chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Committee Task
Force on Internaticnal Narcotics Con-
trol. He sponsored a successful amend-
ment that cuts § millien in narcotics-
control aid to Mexico this year unless

v smacrs A
alil rhiuirucs

Mexicans’ Response:
“This Vicious Circle’

But in almost every case, said Sami-
uel 1. del Villar, who was President de
la Madrid's adviser on government
corruption matters uniii @ year &gg,
“we'd fall into this vicious circle.” | he guilty parties in the Camarena and

For example, he said, “the station; Cortez cases are “brought to trial and
chief of the D.E.A. would come (0 me | effectively prosecuted '
and tell me their contacts said so-and-| ¢
so is related to drug traffic”

ne enmie e

In the Senate in September, amend-
Iv debated, though not

; Ments Were one
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tails, and they'd say no, we cannol,” be-

fean you g b
~ enactod. thal wonld b ,
i t tariff and | I pote n\

cal) of conlidential rees, Mr. del A R RN s
Villar said seriuus saticlivht apanst Mexic for
. : Lo . fallure (o prosecute corrupl govern-
“In this environment it's very diffi- V. il abe :
) 3 ment officials. Attorney General
fiffer etwee 0 A Sl g R
cult to differentiate between rumor pui, Meese 3d called Garefa

sality."”! .
and realily. Ramirez to warin him of
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The Judicial Systems
Are Vastly Different

{ - In Mexice City, meanwlile, Mexican
- and even some American officials say
Congress is being unfair.

“The lack of understanding of our
Jegal system is making the confusion,"”
Attorney General Garcfa Ramfrez
said. *“The procedure in Mexico is very
different than the procedure in the
“United States. We have no less than 40
people on trial, but in our judicial sys-
‘tem the trials take place mostly in
written form, without the visibility of
U.S. trials.”

The United States Embassy sent a
long cablegram to Washington in Sep-
tember explaining the differences be-
‘tween the Mexican and American judi-
Icial systems, with the notation, “The
embassy believes it would be useful to
share this information with Congiess.”

Mr. Porte Petit, offering the Mexican
Government's first public prediction of
the result of the trials in the Camarena

case, said, ‘“An important number of |

the people are in jail, and I have every
confidence they will receive the most
severe sentences they can gel,” adding
that their sentences will be pronounced
“before the end ¢ 1is year, and in the
meantime (! remain in jail.”
Even Drug i cement Adminis-
tration officials 11 e ico, who believe
that the Camai< < :se has dragged
on too long and (! ' several key sus-
pects have not bec: arrested, also say,
in the words of one, *“The reason we
seem to be at loggerheads is that Con-

sald. “We think he now lives in Spain.
Miguel Aldana, former head of Mexi-
co's Interpol office, a part of the Attor-

ney General's office that is staffed by |

the federal judicial police, left office
“practically overnight,’" in one offi-
“ cial's words, and disappeared from
sight lust year after United States offi-
cials asserted that he had taken a bribe
from cocaine dealers, American offl-
cials in Mexico said
Mr. Gavin said the Mexican Govern-
ment on occasion had handled his alle-
gations about corrupt governors by
telling him: “Elections are coming up
soon, and they'll be out of office. That
way we don’t upset the system, and you
| don’t want to disturb the system, do
| you?” 2
' * Several corrupt governors have left
" office, officials said. Still, a State De-
partment official, summing up the
prevalent United States Government
view, said, “There has not really been
the type of crackdown on corruption
. that most people think is needed to con-
vince the drug traffickers that the Gov-
ernment is serious.”

Corruption Is Called
A Threat to Security
Mr. del Villar said he agreed, and

Madrid’'s much publicized ‘“moral
.4 renovation’’ campaign was that he did
not believe it was aggressive enough.

Mr. del Villar would not comment on

gress tends to look at these things from;
the U.S. point of view, and the Mexicans,
‘don’t think that way."”

As an example, Senator Dennis De-
Concini, Democrat of Arizona, who fol-
lows Mexican issues closely, recently
prepared a list of Mexican Govern-
'ment officials who had been publicly
implicated in drug trafficking. He
aclod: “What has happened to them?

Qonlu.

the reasons for his resignation, but he
did say: ‘“What worries me is the ve-
locity that corruption is accelerating
through the Government. It's the most
serious threat to national security we
face. If the Government doesn’t do
something about it, it will destroy our
country.”

He added: *‘I have watched the most
distinguished police comandantes, the
best the federal police had in the 70's,

Have any been tried or gone (0 jail? We
don't know.’

Mexican and American officials say
several senior officials who are be-
Jieved involved in drug trafficking have
quietly left office, as is the Mexican
| custom.

For exampie, Mr. Arévalo, the De-
fense Minister's son, was not charged
with anything, and the Government
made no public statements about him.
He is no longer a federal prosecutor,
however, and he “kind of disap-
peared,”” a D.EA. official said. “"We
heard they found him another job in
‘pnvernmcm somewhere to get him out
of the way,” the official addcd.

The same ihing happened last year
with José Antonio Zorilla Pérez, who
| was head of the Mexican security po-
|lice. American ofiicials privately told
‘ll:(: Mexican Government that he was

inval drup traffickers after
affichers were at
o Iy curity police ereden-
[tiz1s. American officials in Washington
and Mexico said.

£ with
voralb miportant i
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inevitably become corrupted. If you
move the army into drug enforcement,
inevitably they will be corrupted too.
It’s impossible to resist, especially in
these times of economic crisis."

Like others, Mr. del Villar partly
blames the United States for the
spread of corruption because of “the
great export of American narce-dol-
lars into this country.”

Behind his statements and those of
virtually everyone in the Mexican Gov-
ernment is the conviction that Mexico
is merely & victim in the drug business.
From the Mexican point of view, the
country's entire anti-drug program is a
great favor to the United States.

““‘We have no drug users in this coun-
try,” a senior Mexican law enforce-
ment official said. “The number of her-
oinusers in this country can be counted
on the fingers of the hand."”

Mr. Garcfa Ramfrez said; “Cocaing
does not come from Mexico or go to |
Mexicoe either. We are victime.”

Despite that, he said: “What we art
doing is putting a dike on the flow of

| pense =
A

| major said, pointing to

. | be sufficient, but it is a preal effort

with many hazards and greal ex-

new United States State Depart-
ment report says Mexico remains the
chief foreign supplier of heroin and
marijuana to the United Stztos, But at
the Defense Ministry in Mexico City in
late September, General Arévaiv and
his key aides gave 2 two-hour lecture,
ilustrated with phaoiograpis, charis
and graphs, showing that cven if the
State Department estimate is carrect
— and the Defense Ministry disagrees.
— it is actually the fault of the United
Stales
“The general believes the real cause
of the drug problem is the demand,” a
a chart as Gen-
eral Arévalo watched. “The supply of
effect.”

drugs Is merely an

i

“The gencral be demund 1S a
problem of the developed nations,” the
major added, using the euphemism
Mexicans often emplay when they do
not want to menbion tie Ulited sta
outright. “It is caused by the great
‘wealth, the disintegraticn of the family

wo

other Mexicans said a key reason he|
| quit as chief adviser for President de la |

(and the psychological efiecis of the
war' in Vietnam,

“The cause of the supply,” the rea-
son Mexico produces so much drugs,
General Arévalo assericd
mand, and also ignorance of ine faw.
The campesinos do not know it is ille-
gal.”

The General_’s Vie

are sufficently wary that they try to

the tops of trees, trving to irip ihe heli-
copters so they crash. \

Even though he believes Mexico is
merely a victim, Genera! Arévaic said:

campaign against droes despite the
great economic problems we face. I
have 25,000 troops perivaiently as-
signed to the campaign.”

An aide, pointing to a niaiticolored
map showing Mexico and all of Ccntral
and South America, said, “"We have
seized or eradicated quantities of mari-
juana, cocaine and heroin since 1983
sufficient to intoxicate every resident
of all these countries for a week.”

‘“Every year our efferts have been
100 percent superior ovei the previous
year,” Genecral Arévaio said
When asked why, despiic his figires,
the United States Governmcnt has 1¢-
peatedly asserted that Mexican drup
enforcement has been growing pro-

gressively worse, the generai said
“1t's because of lack of con
tion. It's a misunderstanding '

NEXT: A new type of emigrant —
the affluent professional.

Neither Government said anything
in public, but “he just resigned,” an
{ American drug enforcement official

drugs to the United States.It may not

‘It's a Misunderstanding’ - .

American officials call the ignorance . *
theory ludicrous, noting that Mexican
marijuana and opium poppy farmers -

hide the plants among other crops, -
such as corn. Often they shoot at heli- |
copters that come to spray herbicide -
on the plants and string wire between |
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“We are commiited {¢ a pcermanent



