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TJ; Iabor chief muzzles radio __ commentators 
By Nancy Cleeland 
Staff Writer -· 
TIJUANA - ·A union leader has 

applied pressure on local radio <_:om-
, mentators as a 'warning that, even in 

Mexico's · new era · of democracy, 
speaking _against the nation's f!Jling 
politícal party can get them into big 

~· trouble: _. . ._ 

-

-·~'There ar~ soine things you 
.shouldn't áttack," said Antonio Mena· 
·Murguía, clúef of the Union of Radio 
and Television Workers, known as 
STIRT. "You · have tv respect the 

1 • 

rules of the game if you want to be 
on the team." 

Already, one véteran journalist 
was briefly fired, and althongh sh~· is 
back on the aír, a Ínorning ~ommen­
tary show by her remains canceled. 
Her offense: a series ofpro-democra­
cy commentaries that included read­
ings from Aristotle and quotes from 
Mexican President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari. - ·' 

Luz Elena PicoS of station XEXX 
also publicly congratulated the 
winners of last mopth's statewide 

1 '• --

-
election, in which the ruling Institu- · Mena dernanded the immediate can-
tional Revolutionary party! PRI, suf- cellation of Picos' daily three-minute 
fered a humiliating defeat. That, for commentary and one-hour infemew 
Mena, was too mucb: '~ ,., p~. ~ 

· "She should have under8tood oui Mena said last weef. that other 
position," said Me~a, who_ has rUied broadcasters mav follow. And he 
the 171-~~ber !lDIOn for mo:e than . S<!i_d tbe union ni.ighf ban Jl9litÍcal 
10 years. As.meciibers ofa llD.lon, .w~ discussion oñ radio talk shows .· 
are all members of a M!!tical party~ • - " . . . · ' . 
the Instít_!ltjonal Revolutioi!_ary . Our . executiv~ commltt~ wlll 
Party: And she systematically· ·at- meet soon to dec1de what acbon to 
tacked thisjlarty for 15 days." 'í,_ tak~," he said. . 

In a letter to station manager-Gus- Picos! along wnh more than half 
tavo Lope_!~p~eno two week§ ágo, §~Radio on Page B-6 



Radio: Tijuana labor leader moves to 
still comments critical of leading party 

' 
Continued from B-1 {I don't speak ofpolitics Picos' programs were pulled from ¡ 
the radio commentators and news- the air July 13, the day after Mena's 1 
casters in Tijuana, is not a union every day; maybe four times letter arrived. But station owner En-
member. She, like the others. worked a month. I talk of public rique Lutteroth, a wealthy business-
under a special permit that could be services, · the economy, the man from Monterrey in the state of 
pulled at any time - even over the children of Central Nuevo León and a fan of Picos' pro-
objections of the radio station. grams, insisted that she be returned. 

Before the Picos incident, the America. 1 always talked Last Wednesday, Mena relented and 
union had never taken such drastic about democracy. Like allowed her back on the radio. 
action. But several radio journalists when I read from Aristotle, Two days later, however, the union 
who asked.t.o remain an. onymous_ said • b chief began ·demailding cutbacks in . zt was a. out well-being and th. d ti f th XEXX b dcast they were constantly aware of the e u es 0 o er roa -
threat. happiness and democracy., ~ ers.-Among. them \vas Alberto Estra-

In the Iast year, at least two·radio -Luz Elena Picos do, a newscaster who suddenly was 
commentators have taken su den . restricted to sports and weather 
"vacations'' a{ter broadcasfibg news .broadcasts. 
that may have been offensive to the 'said. "I talk of public..servi~, th~ -.: Station manager Lopez inter])ret­
political establishment. . economy, the children .of Centréll · ed Mena's new demands as retribu-

Because of their tenuous positi~ America. · tion for Picos' return and feared the 
Picos said, many broadcasters prac- . "I always talked about democracy. harassment would continue.. And so 
tice self-censorship, avoiding contro- Like when I read from Aristotle, it Friday, just two days after sh~~as 
versial or polltical topícs . - was aboul ~ell-being and happiness . allo~ed to return to work, • 1cos 

Ironically, Picos, who ,began her . and democracy. IfiS such a beautiful · agam was told to go borne. 
career as a newspaper columnist 20 -philosophy. J .resist believing that ·Lopez said that until station owner 
years ago, rarely speaks of political . was the reason. It would be vecy . Lutte.roth arrives at ~an agreement 

-..matters ..•• IJ~r ....... ~.ou.rlon1$· p~ childish. It would be the thought of a · with Picos and Mena, the journalist's ( 
"Vida Plen~," q_r Full Life wfií~ ms .· very small ~d." · ··- · . - ~orning-commentax:ies will be held. ~--~ 
at 2 p.m., covers a wide range of tó~· Mena wolild not · name a specific '_; However, her aft:ernoon show was 
ics from celebrity interviews·to ad- ·-· broadcast that led to ·the demand to ": ::.·back on the air yesterday afternoon 
vice on parenting. •· " cancel Pi~' programs. He said he _and should run through the week. 1 

Apparently h~r dismissal stemmed rarely liste~ to,them but :;vas tipped · Lopez said. 
from a sideline she recentiy.-devek~ off by union members. that Picos was .;~yP~~. ap energetic woman who is 
?J>€~· a three-minute c?mmentary on attackigg_ tlie ~!Y- . .. . -., . - . m.~rried to ~-Tijuana a~rney a~~ 

1 tSsues of the da y that arrs at 1~ am. "I'm not:~ymg Utis caused the de- - wn_tes ' for severa! magannes,-c S<UG 
~ 'I don't speak of politi~ evefy feat, but I think "fbel~" Mena said sf!~ does ·not need the money her 

day; maybe four times a mont~,..she of the offensivt commEmtáries. . ' radio program generates. •. <- l 
~ . ~ j 1 


